THE ARYAN SYNTHESIS

FROM immemorial times, India has been the meeting
place of conflicting races and civilisations. From immemorial
times, she has tried to achieve a unity for the heterogeneous
elements which make up the totality of her life. Hers is perhaps
the oldest civilisation with an uninterrupted history. Most
of her contemporaries have ceased to exist She has not only
survived but maintained and developed a continuous culture.
Different races have met and fought and fraternised on her soil.
She has absorbed all of them into her blood. Conflicting cultures
have struggled for supremacy here. She has ground and
modelled them into her own likeness. Foreign races and foreign
truths have alike been grist to her mill. Their struggles have
ended in new syntheses that marked new levels of achievement
for the human spirit. She has lived through recurrent centuries
of war and pestilence. She has triumphed over natural calamities
and human misrule. Whence this vitality that overcomes
destruction and death? Whence this wisdom that reconciles
opposing truths? The story of India's culture- unravels the
secret of that vitality and that wisdom. It is d Sio.ry of unity
and synthesis t of reconciliation and development, if a perfect
fusion of old traditions and new values.